Does the project require Phase | (i.e.
does the project use state or federal

funds or is the project initiated by
IDOT)?

Does the project qualify for a
Categorical Exclusion based on
coordination with IDOT and FHWA?
Categorical Exclusions (CE) are
granted for projects without
significant human, historical resource,
or environmental impacts.

SELECTION

INITIATION

o
}

Yes
|

PHASE |

Engineering and Environmental Studies

Define project’s purpose and need, goals, and general
design type. Determine project limits, potential
cultural, biological, or special waste impacts, and need
to acquire right-of-way.

No

Yes No

This is the optimum time to
request pedestrian or bicycle
facilities from IDOT.

Obtaining a Categorical Exclusion
will save significant time and cost.

Categorical Exclusion (CE) Design Reports Environmental Assessment

Does the project require a Project
Report or Project Development

Report? (See list of exemptions to the
Project Report requirement in 12-
3.10in the BDE)

Do elements of the project require a
design variance request from IDOT

and/or FHWA because they don't
match design criteria in the BDE or
BLRS or FHWA Controlling Criteria?

Did IDOT (and/or FHWA, where
applicable) approve the submittal?

Simplified process for low-
impact projects where the
engineering and
environmental studies are
combined. CE may be State
Approved or Federally

Approved.

No

Provides overview of project
scope with some up-front
design work. No alternatives
analysis will be required, but
a technical memo or other

There are multiple levels of design
reports, depending on scope, which
may include extensive analysis, design
alternatives, or documentation of safety
issues. Most ped and bike retrofits that
do not qualify for CE will involve a
Minor Design Study, which may require

areport. e

Yes

Documentation of potential project
impacts resulting in significant or no
significant impacts Projects with
significant impacts must proceed to
and Environmental Impact Study (EIS).
Itis very unlikely that an EIS will be
required for a bicycle or pedestrian
project.

CE, no Project CE with Project Report
Development Report Project Development Report

Requires additional
documentation including (but
not limited to) public
coordination, cultural, and
environmental impacts.

A simplified version of the
Design Reports required of
more involved engineering
studies, the Project Report
includes design work with

documentation, such as
capacity, crash, or other
detailed engineering
analysis may be.

Additional design will be
required to demonstrate
scope and impacts, as well as
capacity, crash, and other
detailed engineering analysis.

Yes

¥

Design Exceptions

Similar to variances for
zoning codes, IDOT
exceptions allow
municipalities to deviate
from IDOT design criteria to
meet the on-the-ground
realities.

alternatives analysis of
roadway configurations or
sections, cost estimates, and
other details.

IDOT Design Approval
Submittal

All required materials must
be submitted for IDOT
and/or FHWA review and

approval.
‘ \ No
Yes

' !

Revisions and addenda

Proceed to Phase Il if

PHASE Il <

Preparation of detailed plans for construction

PHASE III

Construction

Environmental
Approval is granted

Only very minor changes, like the

} addition of ADA ramps or crosswalk
striping, can be made at this stage.

This is the time to
ensure that the
design of bicycle
and pedestrian

facilities already
includedina

project meet the
communities

needs and goals.




